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Its early morning as I sit in the field, everything is still, the air is thick, it’s sultry, and muggy, and
I find it hard to believe that it’s September and the summer is over. To those of you reading
this on the web yes, it’s September, but for those of you who are reading this in the Cattle
Connection, well it’s October. Sorry guys, I don’t make the rules, I can barely abide by the
rules........................As Henry David Thoreau once said; “My life is like a stroll upon the beach,
as near to the ocean's edge as I can go.”
I have to tell you I am very glad to see the dry, hot days of summer, pass us right on by. Our
ground is ever so parched here and we’ve had only one cutting of hay. I tell people all the time,
I’m really not a cattle producer, I’m a grass farmer, and right now, that’s not looking too good!
I don’t know how many of you out there are feeling the dry, weathered, effects of summer and
wishing for cooler temps and rainier days, but I know I sure am.
In last month’s article, I wrote; ‘I will be riding the roads in search of folks who have hay and
folks who need hay’. I find this very hard to believe but, so far as I can tell, no one has hay to
sale and no one needs hay to buy! That’s great news for folks in the cattle business in South
Carolina. But just remember, if you are in need of hay or if you have an overabundance of hay,
send me an email or call me, so I can get the word out.
I ran across an article out of Progressive Cattleman the other day that I thought you might be
interested in. It’s on weaning and when weaning is best for mother and baby. I know so many
of you are so much more knowledgeable than I when it comes to cattle production, but with
that said and with our current drought situation, I thought now would be a good time to revisit
this article and let you know what all it said.

Points of weaning for the cow and calf
by Woody Lane, Livestock Nutritionist in Roseburg, Oregon

Weaning is the transition from a high-fat, high-protein, high-sugar liquid diet to a low-fat,
lower-protein solid diet. Calves will do this naturally over time (their time) but,
unfortunately, a calf’s natural internal calendar does not usually coincide with the profitable
economics of a cattle operation. Hence my focus on pushing the system and weaning early.
From a gastrointestinal perspective, very young calves resemble dogs and cats more closely
than adult cows. The rumen of a young calf is tiny and relatively unformed, and little or no
fermentation occurs in the intestine.
Young calves are effectively monogastric animals, like dogs and humans, and they need
high-quality feed that can be digested without relying on fermentation – like milk.
Milk (and milk replacer) never enters the rumen. When a calf sucks a nipple, a small flap of
tissue called the esophageal groove – like a bypass valve – closes off the entry into the
rumen.
Any milk traveling down the gullet bypasses the rumen and goes directly into the true

stomach. Although milk is a great feed, cow-reared calves will naturally begin consuming
significant amounts of dry feed at around 6 weeks old. Even if you see younger calves
“chew” something (usually over and over and over, as young calves like to do), that amount
is tiny and not biologically significant.
But after five or six weeks, the amounts get larger. Especially if the feed is a tasty highprotein grain mix or high-quality forage. Artificially reared calves will consume dry feed
earlier than 6 weeks old if they are weaned earlier. When calves consume dry feed, this
material goes directly into the rumen, where it is exposed to microbial fermentation. Here’s
a positive feedback system: The consumption of dry feed stimulates rumen development.
The fermentation of dry feed by bacteria and protozoa in the rumen, even in a small,
immature rumen, results in fermentation products (primarily butyrate) that stimulate
additional rumen growth and development. The more feed that enters the rumen, the more
stimulation occurs. But – here’s an intriguing point – the rumen is actually not very
important at first. A calf does not need a functioning rumen to consume and digest dry
feed.
High-quality feeds are easily digested in the lower tract, and those digested nutrients will
support good health and growth. If it helps, you can think of milk as a high-quality dry feed
with water added. (Actually, the milk replacer powder that comes in a bag is a dry feed.) If
you don’t believe me, ask yourself: Do you chew cud? If you don’t and are reading this, you
are living evidence that a rumen is not necessary for the good life. A functioning rumen is
really only necessary for a few things: fiber digestion, utilization of feedstuffs containing
non-protein nitrogen (like urea), detoxifying certain harmful compounds before they travel
to the small intestine and production of B vitamins.
If calves don’t need to accomplish the first three things to survive or grow, and if their highquality feed contains ready-made B vitamins, then calves will thrive. Historically, many
scientists focused their research on accelerating rumen development in an effort to
facilitate early weaning. This is an interesting case of misplaced emphasis because a calf
doesn’t need a functioning rumen for successful weaning.
The main purpose of weaning is to shift the diet from milk to solid feed. Rumens can
develop quite well on their own after early weaning. Calves on high-quality, young pastures
have access to leaves and shoots that can equal or surpass the nutritional value of standard
grain-based creep feeds. Young legume plants will support the healthy growth of young
calves, especially if calves have the luxury of avoiding the stems. Milk production peaks at
eight to 10 weeks after calving. (Udder size is not a good indicator of milk production. Ask
any dairyman.) When calves raised on their dams get older – after 50 to 60 days – they
actually compete directly with their dams for feed, especially when a herd grazes highquality pasture. Think about this for a moment. Cows never defer good pasture to their
calves. Even the best mom will not step back to allow her calf first choice of clover instead
of her.
Since cows are bigger than calves, cows consume more forage than calves. If pasture is
limited, like in a drought, or if you are juggling pastures in an intensive grazing system with a
herd of cows and their unweaned calves, recognize that those cows will consume a high
percentage of your best-quality forage. In late lactation (after five months), a cow-calf herd
is really composed of two sub-herds with wildly different nutritional requirements: young

growing calves and pregnant cows in late lactation. And if milk production is very low, those
cows have much lower nutrient requirements than their calves.
If the calves and their cows are grazing together, how can a cow-calf operator meet the
nutritional needs of both groups at the same time, in the same paddock? Either one group
will be overfed, or the other group will be underfed. When to wean? Decisions, decisions.
But I would point out that not making a decision is still making a decision because then the
cow-reared calves will continue to compete for feed with their moms, or the artificially
reared calves will continue to drink expensive milk replacer. Physiology, nutrition, pastures,
timing – it’s all economics.
Just some food for thought………………………..

Over the weekend I was invited to the York County Juniors Fall Livestock Show. Each year, this
two day event is held at B&S Farms; owners Ms. Betty and William Stephenson. The first night
Juniors showcase showmanship in goats, then on Saturday Juniors showcase showmanship in
beef and dairy cattle. Normally, each year, they group all the beef cattle together, then break
them down based on age, class, etc. But this year, for the first time, they had enough Angus
entries to break out an entire Angus class, awesome! Juniors showing Angus were: Andy
Bowen, Drew Clinton, Dustin Collier, Baylie Black, Tara Jenkins, Jessica Mullens, Ben Black,
Margaret Smith, and Drew Crooks.

So much has been happening over the past month and so many things are coming up, that I just
must take a moment to share with you all of our calendar events going forward for SCAA, and
to let you know that we finally have a New Brand Logo and a new and improved SCAA Website
– we have worked very hard on this and I just love it, I hope you will as well! My hope is that
each of you will find it interesting, you’ll use it, and explore it, and link to it, and really just
check it out periodically to see what’s new and current with SCAA - www.scangus.org. Also,
anyone interested in placing an ad on our website, please let me know. The advertisement cost
is $200.00 for the year – not only will your farm be showcased, but your logo and farm link will
also be added as a perk. That way when folks go out to our website, they can see you front and
center and then click to get all of your info based on catalogs and sales. Please by all means, let
me know what you think!? Below you will see our New Brand Logo and find our calendar of
events:

October 10
Edisto Forage Bull Test Sale – Edisto Research & Education Center
Blackville, SC
October 24
State Fair Junior Show – Lets all go out and support our Juniors. They are extremely
committed, and need our support and backing. (Showing starts at 8:00 am)
Columbia, SC
October 31
Yon Family Farms Fall Production Sale
Ridge Spring, SC
November 2
Kansas Angus Tour
Overland Park, KS
November 3-5
National Angus Convention
Overland Park, KS

Also, just a quickie: The American Angus Association (AAA) has hired an executive search firm
to find its next CEO, chief executive officer - after Bryce Schumann’s departure from the

association. So let’s remember to lift up good vibes for this continued undertaking, we’re all in
this together!
Don ‘t forget, I will be out of the country for the next couple weeks as I continue my journey for
Jesus in South Africa and Mozambique. You can track our entire trip all over Africa at:
https://share.delorme.com/MozambiqueTeam
I leave you today with a quote that William J. Clinton once said, “If you live long enough, you'll
make mistakes. But if you learn from them, you'll be a better person. It's how you handle
adversity, not how it affects you. The main thing is never quit, never quit, never quit.”
If you need to reach me, or if you have something cool to share with me, or if you have any
great pictures from any event you have been to, please don’t hesitate to call me, or text me, or
email me – I’d love to hook up with you. Don’t forget too, if you haven’t paid already, SCAA
dues are $20 for one year, so just send a check to: SCAA, c/o Sharon Furr - Secretary, 2049
Boyd Road, Blackstock, SC 29014.
Contact information: home: 803-385-6958/cell: 704.577.3639 – spanishoaks@truvista.net
I can’t wait to see you on the road, but until then.............................................
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